
 
 

 

Leister Private Cape Town 
17th to 19th March 2015 (3 days) 

 

 
Cape Sugarbird by Heinz Ortmann 

 

Trip report and photos by tour leader Heinz Ortmann 
 

On this short tour spanning three days in Cape Town and its surrounds we found a variety of fynbos 

specials and endemics. A total of 240 bird species were recorded including regional specials such 

as Cape Rockjumper, Cape Sugarbird and the beautiful Black Harrier. Although not a focal point 

of the trip, it was nevertheless pleasing to see a few mammal species and some of the local endemic 

reptiles, which complimented the great views we had of the birds over the course of our trip. 

 

Having fetched the guests at Cape Town International Airport on the first morning, we headed to 

the world-renowned Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens for a leisurely introduction to some of the 

Cape’s special birds, whilst also taking in the amazing floral diversity present in the gardens. En 

route we had our first glimpses of Greater Flamingo and Hartlaub’s Gull along the Black River on 

the outskirts of the city. The impeccable lawns of the garden provided our first views of small 

groups of Cape Spurfowl, Helmeted Guineafowl, Hadada Ibis and a rather noisy pair of Egyptian 

Geese at one of the small ponds. Overhead Pied Crows, Red-winged Starlings and Alpine Swifts 

whizzed by whilst a Common Buzzard soared with ease over the nearby pine trees. Southern 
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Double-collared Sunbirds were common around flowers but in most cases exhibited only partial 

breeding plumage with very few individuals in full colour. Of interest to us was to find a few of the 

fynbos endemics. We were eventually treated to great views of the endemic Orange-breasted 

Sunbird and Cape Sugarbird as they fed on flowering Ericas and Protea bushes respectively. In the 

more densely vegetated forest fringe we found Forest Canary, African Dusky Flycatcher, African 

Olive Pigeon, Cape Batis, Olive Thrush, Sombre Greenbul and Black Saw-wing. Cape Bulbul, 

Cape White-eye and Karoo Prinia were common and easily located by their vocalisations 

throughout the gardens. Common Waxbills were observed along the paths as they moved between 

clumps of shrubs and grasses in search of seeds. The highlight of the morning though may well 

have been finding one of the garden’s Spotted Eagle-Owls on its day roost. These birds have 

become accustomed to the attention of passers-by and did not seem at all bothered by our presence.  

 

 
Spotted Eagle-Owl by Heinz Ortmann 

 

After a fantastic lunch we made our way to the extreme south of the peninsula at Cape Point Nature 

Reserve. The recent mega fire had removed large swathes of the vegetation within the reserve as 

well as in large parts of the surrounding mountains. As a result of this and the strong winds at the 

time, we struggled to find many birds en route to the reserve. We did however have good views of 

the lovely Jackal Buzzard and, once in the reserve, found the world’s largest bird, the Common 

Ostrich. Mammals were well represented with great views of Eland, Bontebok, Chacma Baboon 

and Striped Mouse. The Chacma Baboons and Bontebok were even seen feeding in and near the 

intertidal zone, with Cape Wagtails feeding on any unsuspecting insects disturbed by this grazing. 

At the Cape of Good Hope viewpoint we found a group of ten Cape Fur Seals sunning themselves 

on the nearby rocks, whilst Kelp Gulls, Cape Cormorants and Cape Gannets flew past a bit further 

offshore. The walk up to the lighthouse was not the most pleasant experience due to the gale force 

winds on the day but this did not detract from the amazing views of the surrounding areas. Cape 

Buntings were common around the shop looking for any scraps from tourists. Having taken in all 

the sights and sounds of this beautiful tourist spot we finally headed to our accommodations in the 

lovely suburb of Simon’s Town. 
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The second day started with our journey to the east of Cape Town and the impressive Hottentots 

Holland Mountains. This beautiful coastal road provides some of the most breathtaking scenery that 

the Western Cape has to offer. As we neared our first stop for the day we found a pair of African 

Oystercatchers at the Rooi-Els river mouth. These birds have increased in number substantially in 

the last decade and it is always pleasing to see them on any trip. At Rooi-Els we walked along a 

track through typical coastal fynbos habitat where we had further views of Southern Double-

collared and Orange-breasted Sunbirds, Cape Sugarbird, Karoo Prinia and Cape Bunting plus super 

sightings of the metallic green male Malachite Sunbird. Grey-backed Cisticolas called noisily from 

atop bushes, White-necked Ravens soared overhead and Familiar Chats were found in the rocky 

areas easily identified by their habitual wing-flicking behaviour. One of the top sightings of the 

morning was finding a group of Ground Woodpeckers. Yellow Bishops and Fiscal Flycatcher were 

also present and we managed to have several good looks at Cape Grassbird, a large warbler 

generally located by its beautiful loud call. One of our main targets of the day, the Cape Siskin, was 

found a little further along the track feeding on some of the flowers that were present. This rather 

dull canary is restricted to the fynbos region and is a real special to find. However, the main reason 

for visiting this lovely little patch of coastal fynbos where the mountains drop directly into the cold 

Atlantic Ocean is the good chance of finding one of several family groups of Cape Rockjumper that 

occur here. We had the good fortune of finding this species on the day.  

 

 
African Penguins by Heinz Ortmann 

 

Heading further east along the coast we made a stop at the only African Penguin colony whose 

numbers of birds is on the increase. These ‘walking tuxedos’ were seen well with youngsters of 

various ages also present. This particular spot is also now well-known for the presence of four 

species of cormorant that use the surrounding rocks for breeding. Cape, White-breasted, Bank and 

Crowned Cormorants were all seen well and their collective presence provided an ideal opportunity 

to explain key differences in identifying between the different species. We also had great views of 

the small furry mammals known as Rock Hyraxes and found both lizard species that occur here, the 

Southern Rock Agama and Cape Girdled Lizard. Our last stop for the day was the locally popular 

Strandfontein Sewage Works. Greater and Lesser Flamingos were abundant and we had the good 
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fortune of finding a lone African Marsh Harrier quartering over some reedbeds in search of its next 

meal. Waterbirds are abundant here and we had great views of Spur-winged Goose, South African 

Shelduck, Cape Teal, Cape Shoveler, Maccoa Duck, Glossy and Sacred Ibis, and Purple, Grey and 

Black-headed Herons, amongst others. African Swamphen, Red-knobbed Coot and Common 

Moorhen were evident at several of the pans. Black-winged Kite, Rock Kestrel and African Pipit 

were seen in the more open areas along with one of the mammal specials of the tour, Small Grey 

Mongoose. Mixed flocks of Brown-throated Martin and Barn and White-throated Swallows were 

observed foraging over the reeds in the late afternoon, whilst Lesser Swamp and Little Rush 

Warblers were found skulking in the reedbeds that line the ponds after some searching.  

 

Our final morning began with a drive from Cape Town up the west coast to West Coast National 

Park. We decided to take the scenic route along Chapman’s Peak drive to get a further idea of the 

damage caused by the recent fires. The usually fully vegetated slopes were almost like a moon 

landscape and a real eye-opener to the effect fires can have as evidenced by the complete 

destruction of some of the lodges in the area. With Table Mountain behind us we ventured up to the 

shrubby strandveld vegetation-dominated reserve in search of a number of otherwise tricky to find 

species. Making our way to Geelbek hide to look for waders we passed through some of the above-

mentioned habitat and had good views of Karoo Scrub Robin, Chestnut-vented Warbler, White-

backed Mousebird, Bokmakierie and Cape Robin-Chat. Once at the hide we scanned through the 

large numbers of birds on the lagoon. Greater Flamingo were present in impressive numbers, but as 

to be expected the number of waders had begun to decrease as certain species were embarking on 

their migration north. Nevertheless we were treated to great scope views of Bar-tailed Godwit, 

Whimbrel, Marsh Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling, Little Stint and Curlew Sandpipers in 

good numbers. Black-winged Lapwing and Grey, Common Ringed, Kittlitz’s and White-fronted 

Plovers were also all seen well. The nearby freshwater hide was our next stop where we found the 

first of five Southern Black Korhaans for the day! The male is a rather impressive looking bird and 

this particular individual remained in the open and not more than twenty metres from the vehicle for 

a good few minutes, allowing us exceptional views. At our lunch stop at the lovely Geelbek 

Restaurant we had Cape Weaver, Rock Martin, Pied Starling, Common Fiscal and Speckled Pigeon 

in attendance, waiting patiently for a moment to steal some of our food! 

 

 
Southern Black Korhaan by Heinz Ortmann 
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After lunch we made our way to the Seeberg hide further north in the park. A pair of Pied 

Kingfishers delighted us with a wonderful aerial display. African Oystercatchers were present 

whilst Caspian, Great Crested, Sandwich and Common Terns were seen foraging over the lagoon. A 

final stop was made at the western-most viewpoint looking towards the Atlantic Ocean. Ruddy 

Turnstone and Crowned Cormorants were seen on the rocks and Bokmakieries were seen at very 

close range in the surrounding shrubbery. Driving back toward the exit gate we had all but given up 

on finding the endangered Black Harrier when a beautiful adult swooped across the road and landed 

a few metres away from the vehicle for a brief moment before flying off and over the vegetated 

dunes. It was a truly amazing end to a fantastic three days in this south-western part of Africa. With 

this fresh in our minds we made our way back to the beautiful Mother City, with our final sighting 

being a large flock of Great White Pelicans at a wetland just outside the city.  

  

BIRD LIST (240 Species) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 4.3) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press. Notes are provided where Clements differs. 

 

Key:  E: regional endemic 

NE: regional near-endemic 

 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
[Common] Ostrich     Struthio camelus 

The world’s largest bird species was seen well at Cape of Good Hope NR and West Coast NP. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich S. molybdophanes as Ostrich S. camelus. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl     Numida meleagris 

Commonly encountered on every day of the tour.  
 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies  Phasianidae 
Cape Spurfowl (E)     Pternistis capensis 

Good views were had of this Cape species in Kirstenbosch Gardens, Rooi-els and West Coast NP.  
Note: Clements places all the above species in the Francolinus genus 

 

Ducks & Geese  Anatidae 
Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

This large goose was seen well at Strandfontein SW.  

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus 

A common waterfowl species encountered on every day of the tour. 

South African Shelduck (E)    Tadorna cana 

We had good views of three birds at Strandfontein SW.  

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Very common at Strandfontein SW where several hundred birds were seen.  

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate 

Seen in good numbers at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

Cape Shoveler (NE)     Anas smithii 

Good numbers of this duck were present at a number of pans at Stranfontein SW.  

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

A total of five of these lovely ducks were observed at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
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African Penguin (RE)     Spheniscus demersus 

We had fantastic views of the colony near Betty’s Bay.  
 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

A delightful little bird that was seen well at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 
 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

These graceful birds were seen on everyday of the tour with the most impressive numbers at 

Strandfontein SW. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoeniconaias minor 

Far more uncommon than the previous species we still managed to find around 30 birds at Strandfontein 

SW. 
 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Common at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A noisy constant presence on every day of the tour.  

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

This slender-built bird was seen in good numbers at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 

Western Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 

Seen well at various locations on the last two days of the tour. 
Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

We had great views of this large heron at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

A slightly smaller bird than the previous species also seen well at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

We had brief views of a single bird at Strandfontein SW. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

A few birds were present at Strandfontein SW. 
 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

We had great views of these impressively large birds at Strandfontein SW and Rondevlei. 

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

Distant views of these marine birds were had at Cape Point and Rooi-els. 
 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Microcarbo africanus 

A small freshwater associated cormorant seen at Strandfontein SW and wetlands near West Coast NP.  

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Microcarbo coronatus 

The smallest marine cormorant occurring in our waters we had good views at Betty’s Bay and again at 

West Coast NP.  

Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 
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This increasingly rare and endangered Benguela endemic was seen at one of its breeding colonies near 

Betty’s Bay.  

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus 

The largest cormorant occurring in the subregion, it was seen well near Betty’s Bay. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Phalacrocorax capensis 

The most common marine cormorant in South Africa we had great views at Cape Point and near Betty’s 

Bay. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

This small raptor was observed near Strandfontein and in West Coast NP.  

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

A single bird was seen distantly but well at Strandfontein SW.  

Black Harrier (E)     Circus maurus 

After much effort and searching we happened upon a great sighting of an adult bird in West Coast NP.  

Common Buzzard     Buteo buteo 

A Palearctic migrant seen near Cape Point and again in West Coast NP.  

Jackal Buzzard (E)     Buteo rufofuscus 

This beautiful raptor was initially seen near Cape Point with further good views in West Coast NP.  
 

Bustards  Otididae 

.Southern Black Korhaan (E)   Afrotis afra 

We had the good fortune of locating a total of five birds in West Coast NP with good views of both 

sexes.  

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

Unfortunately this secretive bird was heard only in West Coast NP.  

African Swamphen     Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Good views of this species were had at Strandfontein SW.  
Note: Clements lumps this species under Purple Swamphen P. porphyrio 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

As for the previous species we had good views at Strandfontein SW. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Seen very well and in good numbers at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopoidae 
African Oystercatcher (E)    Haematopus moquini 

We initially found three birds near Betty’s Bay and subsequently had good views of more birds at West 

Coast NP.  

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

A lovely waterbird that was seen well at Strandfontein SW and Langebaan lagoon in West Coast NP. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

More than a hundred of these stunning birds were present at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing      Vanellus armatus 

Seen in very good numbers at Strandfontein SW and again in West Coast NP.  

Grey Plover      Pluvialis squatarola 



Trip Report – Private Leister March 2015 

 

 
 

8 

This summer migrant was still present in good numbers at West Coast NP with a number of birds 

nearing breeding plumage.  

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

Present in good numbers in West Coast NP and also seen at Strandfontein SW.  

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

A handful of these small plovers were seen in West /Coast NP.  

White-fronted Plover     Charadrius marginatus 

Seen scurrying along the edges of the shoreline of Langebaan Lagoon in West Coast NP. 
 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

A few of these birds were still in attendance at West Coast NP. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Good numbers of this large wader were still present in West Coast NP. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

A few birds were seen at West Coast NP. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

We managed to find a few birds that were almost in full breeding plumage in West Coast NP.  

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

A common sight amongst the many waders in West Coast NP.  

Little Stint      Calidris minuta 

The smallest wader that was seen on the tour it was found at Strandfontein SW and in large numbers at 

West Coast NP. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

The commonest wader at West Coast NP with a number of birds showing varying degrees of breeding 

plumage. 

 

Gulls & Terns  Laridae 

Hartlaub’s Gull (E)     Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Common throughout the tour. 

Kelp Gull      Larus dominicanus 

Seen well on every day of the tour. 

Caspian Tern      Hydroprogne Sterna caspia 

This large tern was seen well in West Coast NP. 

Great Crested Tern     Thalasseus bergii 

Seen well at West Coast NP and near Betty’s Bay. 

Sandwich Tern     Thalasseus sandvicensis 

We had good but distant views of this species in West Coast NP. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

The common small tern species in West Coast NP. 

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 

Rock Dove       Columba livia 

This introduced species was seen every day on the tour.  

Speckled Pigeon      Columba guinea 

A common species seen throughout the tour. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

Good views of this large pigeon were had at Kirstenbosch Gardens.  

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Seen well in Kirstenbosch Gardens. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Seen well throughout the tour. 
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Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

We managed to find an adult on the day roost in Kirstenbosch Gardens. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

A few of these large swifts were seen flying overhead at Kirstenbosch Gardens. 
 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
White-backed Mousebird (NE)   Colius colius 

Commonly encountered in West Coast NP. 
 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

A pair of these delightful birds was seen in West Coast NP. 
 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

A group of these peculiar woodpeckers was observed near Rooi-els.  
 

Falcons Falconidae 
Rock Kestrel      Falco rupicolus 

This small raptor was seen well at various locations including West Coast NP. 
 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (NE)     Batis capensis 

A lovely little shrike-like flycatcher seen in Kirstenbosch Gardens. 
 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

A loud and prominent presence in West Coast NP.  

Southern Boubou (E)     Laniarius ferrugineus 

We had great close-up views in Kirstenbosch Gardens of this species.  
 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Common Fiscal     Lanius collaris 

Seen well at various locations on the last two days including near Betty’s Bay and at West Coast NP.  

 

Crows, Jays & Magpies  Corvidae 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

The common corvid on this trip, it was seen on every day. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Generally found in the more mountainous regions of the country, we had good views near Rooi-els.  
 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops frenatus 

A major target species for this trip we managed decent views of two different groups near Rooi-els.  
 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
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Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

Commonly encountered throughout the tour. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

Seen well at Kirstenbosch Gardens on the first day. 
 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

This all-black swallow was present in Kirstenbosch Gardens. 

Brown-throated Martin    Riparia paludicola 

This small swallow was present at Strandfontein SW. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica    

A common swallow seen on every day of the tour. 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

Seen well at Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Seen well at Kirstenbosch Gardens.  
 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidea 

Cape Grassbird (E)     Sphenoeacus afer 

This large warbler was seen well at Rooi-els.  
 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 

Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

This warbler was found easily at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 

Little Rush Warbler      Bradypterus baboecala 

A noisy inhabitant of the reeds at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Grey-backed Cisticola (NE)    Cisticola subruficapilla 

Commonly encountered at Rooi-els. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola     Cisticola tinniens 

Present in the reedbeds of Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP.  

Karoo Prinia (E)     Prinia maculosa 

Very common at Kirstenbosch Gardens and Rooi-els area.  

 

Sylviid Babblers  Syliidae 
Chestnut-vented Warbler (NE)   Sylvia subcaeruleum 

We found a number of birds in the strandveld vegetation of West Coast NP.  
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Cape White-eye (E)     Zosterops capensis 

A small but very noisy bird found on every day of the tour.  
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye Z. pallidus. 

 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

This special endemic was found in Kirstenbosch Gardens, Cape Point and Rooi-els areas.    

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
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Common Starling     Sturnus vulgaris 

An introduced species seen at Strandfontein SW.  

Pied Starling (E)     Spreo bicolor 

This endemic bird was found on the last day at our lunch spot in West Coast NP.  

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

These birds were encountered at Kirstenbosch Gardens and Rooi-els.  
 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 

Olive Thrush (E)     Turdus olivaceus 

We had brief views of several birds during our time in the gardens of Kirstenbosch.  
 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Erythropygia coryphoeus 

Commonly encountered in West Coast NP.  

Fiscal Flycatcher (E)     Sigelus silens 

We found this endemic in the Rooi-els area.  

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

A tiny flycatcher that we saw very well in Kirstenbosch Gardens.  

Cape Robin-Chat      Cossypha caffra 

Initially we heard this Robin-chat in Kirstenbosch before seeing birds at Strandfontein SW and finally in 

West Coast NP.  

Familiar Chat      Cercomela familiaris 

Several birds were seen at Rooi-els.  

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

One of the famous fynbos endemics we enjoyed stunning views of this species on the first two days of 

the tour at various locations with arguably the best views coming at Rooi-els.  

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

A large sunbird that was unfortunately only seen in non-breeding plumage at Rooi-els.  

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybaeus 

The most commonly encountered sunbird on this tour, seen on every day.  
 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

An introduced species seen on every day of the tour.  

Cape Sparrow (NE)     Passer melanurus 

A beautiful local sparrow species that we surprisingly only encountered in West Coast NP on the last 

day of the tour.  

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

We observed these birds feeding off leftover lunches at West Coast NP.  

Yellow Bishop      Euplectes capensis 

We found a couple of these birds at Rooi-els but unfortunately none were sporting their full breeding 

plumage attire.  
 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

This small seedeater was observed in the gardens at Kirstenbosch.  
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Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

Seen well on every day of the tour.  

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

Several birds were found at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Finches  Fringillidae 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

This endemic species was seen well at Kirstenbosch Gardens.  

White-throated Canary (NE)    Crithagra albigularis 

Two singletons were found in West Coast NP.  

Cape Siskin (E)     Crithagra totta 

We had great views of several birds at Rooi-els. 
 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Cape Bunting (NE)     Emberiza capensis 

A common bird seen on every day of the tour, 
 

MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (6 Species) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 
Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

We had great views of these animals at Cape Point and near Rooi-els.  
 

Rats & Mice  Cricetidae & Muridea 
Striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 

This small rodent was provided very brief views at Cape Point and Rooi-els.  
 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 

Small Grey Mongoose (RE) Galerella pulverulenta 

After very brief glimpses at Rooi-els we were treated to great views of this species at Strandfontein SW.  
 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 

Rock Hyrax (Dassie) Procavia capensis 

Several of these rock-loving creatures were observed at Rooi-els. 
 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

Eland Taurotragus oryx 

We had two separate sightings of this large antelope at Cape Point and in West Coast NP. 

Blesbok (Bontebok) (E) Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

Six of these beautiful antelope were seen in Cape Point.  

 

Seals  Otariidae 
Cape Fur Seal      Arctocephalus pusillus 

These marine mammals were observed every day at various locations.  

Cape Porcupine      Hysterix africaeaustralis 

These intriguing animals were observed at our accommodation near Cape Town on both evenings 

during our stay.  
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REPTILE SPECIES LIST (3 Species) 
 

Angulate Tortoise Chersina angulata 

The most common tortoise in the Western Cape we had great views in Cape Point and at West Coast 

NP. 

Cape Crag Lizard Pseudocordylus microlepidotus 

Seen in good numbers near Betty’s Bay. 

Southern Rock Agama (RE) Agama atra 

As for the previous species we observed this species near Betty’s Bay.  
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